moving the first and second ultrasound emitting elements after the positioning step' 



REMARKS 

Claims 140-147 are pending in this application. Claims 140-147 are new and new claims 140- 
147are supported by the disclosure related to the elected species of Figs. 71-73. 

Applicant's submit herewith a docket of applications assigned to the assignee of the present 
invention. Applications 003-006 -C1, 003-006-C2, 003-006-C3 and 003-006C4 have a substantially 
similar disclosure to the present application and all three applications are continuations of the present 
application (atty docket no. 003-006). The applications filed after the present application also 
incorporate the present disclosure. 

The canceled claims were rejected as being anticipated by, or obvious over, Marcus et al. '484, 
Cline et al. '845, Sanghvi et al. '692 and/or Negus et al. '848 collectively "the cited art." 

Discussion 

New independent claim 140 is patentably distinguishable over the cited art since the cited art 
does not disclose or suggest "providing an ablating device having a first ultrasound emitting element and 
a second ultrasound emitting element; positioning the ablating device against an epicardial surface 
overlying a cardiac tissue structure to be ablated; activating the first ultrasound emitting element at a first 
frequency to produce focused ultrasound having a focal length of 2-20 mm, the focused ultrasound 
ablating a cardiac structure; and activating the second ultrasound emitting element at a second 
frequency, different from the first frequency, to produce focused ultrasound having a focal length of 2-20 
mm." 



New independent claim 144 is patentably distinguishable over the cited art since the cited art 
does not disclose or suggest "providing an ablating device having a body with a first ultrasound emitting 
element and a second ultrasound emitting element, the first and second ultrasound emitting elements 
both producing focused ultrasound, the first and second ultrasound emitting elements producing focused 
ultrasound having different focal lengths relative to the body; pi, s ^he ablating device at an 

epicardial location; activating the first ultrasound emitting elem ate cardiac tissue; and activating 

the second ultrasound emitting element." 



3 



Dependent claims 141-143 and 145-147 ar allowable since they depend from allowable 
independent claims 140 and 144 and because they recite independently patentable features. 

CONCLUSION 

If the Examiner believes a telephone conference would expedite the prosecution of this 
application, the Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned at 415-412-3322. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date January 21, 2003 




CUSTOMER NUMBER 32746 

HOEKENDIJK & LYNCH LLP 

P.O. Box 4787 

Burlingame, CA 94011^1787 
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